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CHAPTER 50: WATER

Section

50.01 Deposits

50.02 Rate schedule

50.03 Meter reading

50.04 Billing

50.05 Disconnection for late payment
50.06 Late fees

50.07 Revenue; funds

50.08 Installation; new connections
50.09 Permission required

50.10 Reclamation

50.11 Tapping fee

50.12 Multi-meters

50.13  Surcharge

§ 50.01 DEPOSITS.

(A) Every property owner receiving municipal water service shall deposit an amount established via
resolution by the City Council, with the Municipal Finance Officer prior to receiving water service.

(B) (1) Inthe event water service to any such customer is discontinued, then the balance due to the
city for water service, together with penalties (if any), shall be deducted from the deposit and the balance
of the deposit refunded to the consumer.

(2) If the consumer does not leave a forwarding address and the check (total deposit or balance
of deposit) is returned to the city, that amount will automatically be deposited to the city water account.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-1)

§ 50.02 RATE SCHEDULE.

(A) Occupants of premises connected with the municipal water system shall pay for water consumed
thereon and for the availability of the municipal water service as follows:
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(1) Base rate. A maintenance and administrative fee of $12 per month plus $6 per 1,000
gallons of water used;

(2) Bulk water sales. The bulk water sales rate shall be $10 per 1,000 gallons or fraction
thereof; and

(3) Rate classifications and unit charges.

(a) In addition to the base rate set forth in division (A)(1) above, certain properties shall
be assessed a charge based on the number of units as defined herein.

Rate Classifications Base Rates and Other Costs

Apartment (multi-family): A structure containing two or Base rate of $12 per month plus $1.50 per unit, with the
more dwelling units. same per-gallon rate as provided in division (A)(1) above.

Campground/RV park: A property providing spaces for Base rate of $12 per month plus $1.50 per unit, with the

occupancy by camper or recreational vehicles. same per-gallon rate as provided in division (A)(1) above.
Hotel/motel (lodging): A structure providing temporary Base rate of $12 per month plus $1.50 per unit, with the
lodging for compensation. same per-gallon rate as provided in division (A)(1) above.

(b) For purposes of this division (A)(3), a UNIT shall mean an individual apartment, hotel
or motel room, or campground/RV hookup.

(B) Owners of rental properties shall be ultimately liable to the city for any unpaid water bills.
(C) New property owners receiving water from the city shall receive a copy of the ordinance
codified herein.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-2) (Ord. 2025-339-19, passed 3-17-2025)
§ 50.03 METER READING.
The Utilities Manager or other person appointed by the City Council shall read the water meters on
or around the fifteenth of each month.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-3) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024)
§ 50.04 BILLING.
The Finance Officer shall send the water billing to each water consumer on the first day of each

month. Those not mailed will be deposited at the DNB National Bank in Gary, South Dakota.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-4) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024)
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§ 50.05 DISCONNECTION FOR LATE PAYMENT.

(A) (1) It is the policy of the city to discontinue utility service to customers by reason of
nonpayment of bills only after notice and a meaningful opportunity to be heard on disputed bills. The
city’s form for application for utility service and all bills shall contain, in addition to the title, address,
and telephone number of the official in charge of billing, clearly visible and easily readable provisions
to the effect that:

(a) All bills are due and payable on or before the date set forth on the bill; and

(b) If any bill is not paid by or before that date, a second bill will be mailed containing a
cutoff notice stating that service may be disconnected if payment is not received by the last day of the
month.

(2) Any customer disputing the correctness of his or her bill shall have a right to a hearing at
which time he or she may be represented in person and by counsel or any other person of his or her
choosing and may present orally or in writing his or her complaint and contentions to the city official
in charge of utility billing. This official shall be authorized to order that the customer’s service not be
discontinued and shall have the authority to make a final determination of the customer’s complaint.

(B) Requests for delays or waiver of payment will not be entertained; only questions of proper and
correct billing will be considered. In the absence of payment of the bills rendered or resort to the hearing
procedure provided herein, service will be discontinued at the time specified, but in no event until the
charges have been due and unpaid for at least 30 days.

(C) When it becomes necessary for the city to discontinue utility service to a customer for
nonpayment of bills, service will be reinstated only after all bills for service then due have been paid,
along with a reconnection fee established via resolution by the City Council.

(D) No person shall tamper with the water to any premises from which the water has been turned
off.

§ 50.06 LATE FEES.

Any municipal water customer who is delinquent on his or her bill will be charged a late fee of 10%
of his or her bill (including sewer and garbage collection fees). Late fees will be charged by the twentieth

of each month.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-7)
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§ 50.07 REVENUE; FUNDS.

(A) All revenue received from the sale of water will be deposited in the Water Fund of the city.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-8)

(B) The revenue is to be used for the repair, maintenance, and improvement of the municipal water
system.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-9)

(C) All claims for maintenance, improvement, and repair of the water system shall be paid from the
Water Fund by the Finance Officer and countersigned by the Mayor or Council President.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-10)

§ 50.08 INSTALLATION; NEW CONNECTIONS.

(A) All costs of new installations and connections by all users of the city water main to the user’s
building, and all repair/maintenance expenses from the city main to the user’s building shall be paid by
the water users within one year of installation.

(B) After one year, the city will repair from the water main to the curb stop. The water user will
remain responsible for repairs/maintenance from the curb stop to the respective building.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-11) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024)

§ 50.09 PERMISSION REQUIRED.

No digging is permitted without contacting the Utilities Manager. Also, water connections and
materials must be approved by the city.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-12) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 50.10 RECLAMATION.

All water trenches associated with connection or repair and maintenance of such water connections
shall be properly filled with gravel by such water users within the city street area. Approved backfill
material will be supplied by the city.

(Prior Code, § 9-2-13) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024) Penalty, see § 10.99
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§ 50.11 TAPPING FEE.

The fee for new consumers tapping the water main will be established via resolution by the City

Council.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-14) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024)

§ 50.12 MULTI-METERS.

(A) Multi-meters shall be charged to customers with meters plumbed solely for irri gation purposes.
The current monthly water rate per 1,000 gallons will be charged. Owners shall be responsible for the
cost of the meter and all the installation.

(1) Installation shall include a separate valve for a complete household watering-system
shutdown.

(2) An isolation valve shall be installed on the upstream side of each water meter.
(3) Backflow prevention shall be installed per state code.

(B) City personnel will inspect equipment and installations before an account can become active.
All accounts are subject to inspection by city personnel at random.
(Prior Code, § 9-2-15) (Ord. 2024-382, passed 7-1-2024) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 50.13 SURCHARGE.

Surcharges imposed for the purpose of repaying principal and interest on loans or bonds issued for
the construction, improvement, or expansion of the utility system shall be collected in addition to the
regular service charge and shall remain in effect until such loans or bonds are paid in full. The surcharge
shall be accounted for separately and used solely for debt service. The amount of the surcharge shall be
determined by resolution of the City Council and may be adjusted as necessary to meet loan repayment
requirements. Surcharges will be assessed monthly to all properties whether active or inactive.
Exceptions may be made with City Council approval if a property becomes unlivable and proof is
received that the service will be capped or until the structure has been rebuilt or replaced.
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CHAPTER 51: SEWER

Section

51.01 User responsibility

51.02 Permission required

51.03 Reclamation

51.04 Rates

51.05 Revenue; funds

51.06 Tapping fee

51.07 Discharge; connections and crossings

§ 51.01 USER RESPONSIBILITY.

All cost of installation and connection by all business places or residences or users of the city sewer
main to the dwellings and places of business and all expense of repair and maintenance thereof from such
city mains shall be paid by such sewer users.

(Prior Code, § 9-1-1)

§ 51.02 PERMISSION REQUIRED.

(A) No digging is permitted without contacting the Utilities Manager. Also, sewer connections and
materials must be approved by the city.

(B) Each sewer connection shall serve no more than one building.
(Prior Code, § 9-1-2)
§ 51.03 RECLAMATION.
All sewer trenches associated with connection or repair and maintenance of such sewer connections

shall be properly filled with gravel by such sewer users within the city street area.
(Prior Code, § 9-1-3) Penalty, see § 10.99
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§ 51.04 RATES.

(A) Billing. Sewer billing will be included with that of the water bills and be subject to the same

collection and disconnection procedure.

(B) Base rate. Sewer rates within the city limits shall be a base rate of $12 per month and $4.50 per

1,000 gallons of water thereafter.

(C) Rate classifications and unit charges.

(1) In addition to the base rate set forth in division (B) above, certain properties shall be

assessed a charge based on the number of units as defined herein.

Rate Classifications

Base Rates and Other Costs

Apartment (multi-family): A structure containing two or
more dwelling units.

Base rate of $12 per month plus $1.50 per unit, with the
same per-gallon rate as provided in division (B) above.

Campground/RV park: A property providing spaces for
occupancy by camper or recreational vehicles,

Base rate of $12 per month plus $1.50 per unit, with the
same per-gallon rate as provided in division (B) above.

Hotel/motel (lodging): A structure providing temporary
lodging for compensation.

Base rate of $12 per month plus $1.50 per unit, with the
same per-gallon rate as provided in division (B) above.

(2) For purposes of this section, a UNIT shall mean an individual apartment, hotel or motel
room, or campground/RV hookup.

(D) New owner copy. New property owners shall receive a copy of the ordinance codified herein.
(Prior Code, § 9-1-4) (Ord. 2025-339-18, passed 3-17-2025)
§ 51.05 REVENUE; FUNDS.

Monies collected from sewer rental will be deposited in the Sewer Fund of the city and will be solely
for the repair, maintenance, and improvement of said system.
(Prior Code, § 9-1-5)
§ 51.06 TAPPING FEE.

The fee for new consumers tapping the sewer main will be established via resolution by City

Council.
(Prior Code, § 9-1-6)
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§ 51.07 DISCHARGE; CONNECTIONS AND CROSSINGS.

(A) All users of the municipal sewer system are prohibited from discharging water from sump
pumps or drain tile systems into the municipal sewer system between the dates of April 1 and
November 1.

(B) All new connections to and repairs to sewer system mains will be done by a licensed plumber
and include a boot or wye connection.

(C) The Utilities Manager must inspect all connections before being buried. Any underground
tunneling or boring that crosses city sewer mains must be inspected by video camera, at the expense of
the contractor doing the work, within 14 days of completion of the project.

(Ord. 355, passed 3-12-2014) Penalty, see § 10.99
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