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CHAPTER 130: OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC WELFARE

Section

130.01 Loitering and obstructive conduct
130.02 False emergencies/alarms

130.03 Discharge of firearms

130.04 Firecrackers; fireworks

130.05 Public indecency

130.06 Dynamic braking

130.99 Penalty

§ 130.01 LOITERING AND OBSTRUCTIVE CONDUCT.

(A) Prohibited conduct; definitions. It shall be unlawful for any person to loiter in a public place
within the city under the circumstances set forth in this section. For purposes of this section, LOITER
means remaining in a public place without an apparent lawful purpose after having been given notice and
a reasonable opportunity to comply with a lawful order to move on. PUBLIC PLACE means any street,
sidewalk, alley, park, parking lot, public building, or other place open to the general public.

(B) Acts constituting loitering. A person commits the offense of loitering only when the person
engages in one or more of the following acts and refuses to comply after notice by a law enforcement
officer:

(1) Obstructs or interferes with the free passage of pedestrians or vehicles in a public place;

(2) Remains in a public place in a manner that reasonably causes concern for the safety of
persons or property, after being directed to leave; and/or

(3) Loiters on public or private property after having been notified that such presence is not
permitted by the property owner, occupant, or authorized agent.
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(C) Enforcement.

(1) Before a citation or arrest may be made under this section, a law enforcement officer shall,
when practicable, provide the person with clear notice and an opportunity to comply.

(2) No person shall be required to provide identification solely for being present in a public
place.

(D) Exemptions. This section shall not apply to persons:
(1) Engaged in lawful employment or business;
(2) Waiting for public or private transportation; and
(3) Lawfully exercising constitutional rights, including speech, assembly, or religious
expression.
(Prior Code, § 6-1-1) Penalty, see § 130.99
§ 130.02 FALSE EMERGENCIES/ALARMS.
No person shall knowingly give or make any false alarm of fire or other emergency by calling or

causing to be called the Fire Department or any authorized emergency vehicle.
(Prior Code, § 6-1-3) Penalty, see § 130.99

§ 130.03 DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS.

It shall be unlawful for any person except a public law enforcement officer, in the performance of
his or her duty, to discharge or fire any air rifle, gun, slingshot, bow and arrow, or other dangerous
weapon within the limits of the city unless prior approval is obtained from a law enforcement officer.
(Prior Code, § 6-1-4) Penalty, see § 130.99

§ 130.04 FIRECRACKERS; FIREWORKS.

(A) No entity or person may discharge any form of fireworks within the limits of the city.
(Prior Code, § 6-1-5)
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(B) It shall be unlawful for any person to deliver, give, or sell any blank cartridges, firecrackers,
Roman candles, torpedoes, skyrockets; or other explosives, fireworks, or other materials from which
such items may be manufactured, anywhere within the limits of the city, except caps for toy cap pistols.
(Prior Code, § 6-1-6)

Penalty, see § 130.99

§ 130.05 PUBLIC INDECENCY.

(A) For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly
indicates or requires a different meaning.

NUDITY. The showing of the human male or female genitalia, pubic area, or buttocks with less
than a fully opaque covering; the showing of the female breast with less than a fully opaque covering
of any part of the nipple; the exposure of any device, costume, or covering which gives the appearance
of or simulates the genitals, pubic hair, natal cleft, perineum anal region, or pubic-hair region; or the
exposure of any device worn as a cover over the nipples and/or areolas of the female breast, which
device simulates and gives the realistic appearance of nipples and/or areolas.

PUBLIC INDECENCY. A person who knowingly or intentionally in a public place either
engages in sexual intercourse; appears in a state of nudity; or fondles the genitals of himself, herself,
or another person, commits the offense of PUBLIC INDECENCY.

PUBLIC PLACE. Includes all outdoor places owned by or open to the general public and all
buildings and enclosed places owned by or open to the general public, including such places of
entertainment, banquet halls, clubs, dance halls, restaurants, taverns, theaters, party rooms; or halls
limited to specific members, restricted to adults, or to patrons invited to attend, whether or not an
admission charge is levied.

(B) In addition to the specific penalties provided in § 130.99, it is hereby declared that any building,
portion of a building, or enclosed place regularly used for the prohibited display of public nudity is a
public nuisance; subjecting the owner, proprietor, or other operator thereof to any and all actions
authorized by the city for the abatement of public nuisances.

(C) It is the intention of the city that the provisions of this section be construed, enforced, and
interpreted in such a manner as will cause the least possible infringement of the constitutional rights of
free speech, free expression, due process, equal protection, or other fundamental rights consistent with
the purposes of this section.

(Prior Code, § 6-1-7) Penalty, see § 130.99



6 Gary - General Offenses

§ 130.06 DYNAMIC BRAKING.

The operation of any motor vehicles with a dynamic braking device engaged is prohibited within
the limits of the city. DYNAMIC BRAKING DEVICE (commonly referred to as Jacob’s Brake or Jake
Brakes) means a device used primarily on trucks for the conversion of the engine from an internal
combustion engine to an air compressor for the purpose of braking without the use of real brakes.
(Prior Code, § 6-1-8) Penalty, see § 130.99

§ 130.99 PENALTY.

(A) Any person violating any provision of this chapter for which no specific penalty is prescribed
shall be subject to § 10.99 of this code of ordinances.

(B) The violation of § 130.05 either by commission of a public indecency or by the maintenance
or promotion of public indecency as a property owner, proprietor, or manager of a business shall be
punishable by a fine not to exceed the sum established via resolution by the City Council for each
occasion or day that a violation occurs.

(Prior Code, § 6-1-7)



CHAPTER 131: OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY

Section

131.01 Injuring signs

131.02 Traffic signs

131.03 Electric/light posts and apparatuses
131.04 Unauthorized utility connections
131.05 Interference with city property
131.06 Destroying property

§ 131.01 INJURING SIGNS.

No person shall change, deface, mar, remove, or in any way interfere with or obliterate either
wholly or in part any card, sign, or signboard erected, extended, placed, or posted by the city.
(Prior Code, § 6-2-1) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 131.02 TRAFFIC SIGNS.

(A) No person shall deface, injure, move, obstruct, or interfere with any official traffic sign or
signal or street sign. Furthermore, no person shall display, maintain, or place upon or in view of any
street an unofficial device, sign, or signal which purports to be, is an imitation of, or resembles an
official traffic sign or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic.

(B) Every such prohibited device, sign, or signal is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and
any law enforcement officer is hereby empowered to remove the same or cause the same to be removed
without notice.

(Prior Code, § 6-2-2) Penalty, see § 10.99
§ 131.03 ELECTRIC/LIGHT POSTS AND APPARATUSES.

No person shall:



8 Gary - General Offenses

(A) Break, injure, jar, or interfere with any electric light, telephone, telegraph, or fire-alarm
system, pole, post, or apparatus in any manner; or

(B) Climb any telegraph, telephone, electric light, or fire-alarm pole without being properly
authorized so to do.
(Prior Code, § 6-2-3) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 131.04 UNAUTHORIZED UTILITY CONNECTIONS.

No person shall, without lawful authority, connect or cause to be connected with any main service
pipe, wire, or other conductor of any gas, water, or electrical energy, any pipe, wire, or other device
for the purpose of obtaining gas, water, or electrical current therefrom; nor shall he or she, with intent
to defraud, connect or cause to be connected with any meter installed for the purpose of registering the
amount of gas, water, or electricity supplied to any customer any pipe, wire, or other device; or
disconnect, change, or in any manner so interfere with any such meter or any pipe, wire, or appliance
connected therewith that such meter will not measure or register the full amount of gas, water, or
electricity supplied to any customer.

(Prior Code, § 6-2-4) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 131.05 INTERFERENCE WITH CITY PROPERTY.

No person shall climb on or in any manner interfere with any bridge, building, structure, or water
tower belonging to the city without being authorized so to do by the city, and no person shall in any
manner deface or injure any such structure.

(Prior Code, § 6-2-5) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 131.06 DESTROYING PROPERTY.

No person shall willfully break, damage, deface, destroy, or interfere with the property of the city
or of any other person.
(Prior Code, § 6-2-6) Penalty, see § 10.99



